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nnrth edge of the city, and the w
aa new channel

picks_and. shoualz and
¢ i posgsihie for that

plunge out of their age old bed int

hy mau.
Threg-fourth
= completed.
will be finished.
Thelrs i7 & tremendnus project.

& af the job whirh

that will be nne of the finest of
itz kind in the iand.

If vou have known Linealn
park in recent vears, you wit] pic-
ture the Milwaukee river twisting
in 8 rude veversed S through a)
swampy area of willow growth; n|
=habby bathbouse and muddy besch j
al the eastero extremity of the &,
and the goil courss, divided by the:
river.

Vizien Lhe Lincoln park of the f1-
ture. Out of the great loeps in the
river have been moided four bean-
tiful {slapds. On the largest one,
linked with the mamland by two
bridgee, is & boat landing. a bath and
boat house and a parking area. Off
the fsland is 8 heach for swimming. s
Shaded paths circle the island.

Opn the secend lsland is & game
refuge, stocked with game which
boalsre and canneists may glimpse
ak they float past. The other islands
will be “pieturesque wondad spols
where bestors gnd canoelstm may
picaic or walk, ..

70 the ebst-of. the rver will be the
golf tourse, much more difficuit
thaa‘tha easy one of today; picnic
in the

banshall and molbn)l
{ sating atory of engi-
neaﬂﬁg ingenuity.

. % FAR bacli az men can remem-
- Bér, the Milwaukes river has sl-
“most; ennually ficoded the Lincoln
lends farther morth.
in apring, lce laden

: T T

Nld from GUM' head waters in Fond
Qi Las and Ozaukee counties, found
* patural barriers in the Linceln park
. Joops and a roclk ledge in the park,
‘ red ovér the lowlands,
Far dsoades no ofie was lnconven-
tenced by the floods. At times they
were actually helpful, for they re-
oversd tha lands of truck gardeners
With new contmm of rich seil.” But
for the las 29 yoars, an Milwaukes-

&long ji:t
snd summer homes, ths floods have
beetl a fighdce and a nulsance,

Damands-that sction be laken to
helt the floeds have grown ia re-
cent years.  Until five yesrs aga,
howsver, there was no way to fi-
nanee a flood contral program.

Then cume the Naw Desl, federal
spending for rolief purposes and the
CWA., One of the first CWA prej-
" ects la Milwaukse county was tho
taklag af the first “plug” from the
MUwsukee river. CWA and FERA
wothers biasted and backed out a
Timestone ledge ‘thet formed the
river bottom from the Hampton av,
pridge ‘in Linceln park inta Hsta-
braok park., Thousands of tons of
. golid rock were removed, In places
ths ledge was seven feet deep. The
rock ig being crushed and ured in
rpadmaking throughoul the parks
A meuatain of it still stsnds next 1o
Port Washington rd. and the North
Wesfern tracks in Lincoln park,

Removal of the ledge brought Al
new problem. Ownears of Upwlll‘nm‘
1and found their water levels falling.
Damage suils were throatened. I
waa decided tn build n dam betwern ‘
the high banks in Eslahrook pari. |
a auarter of @ mile below the Port |

i

the, hundreds nf men with
have toiled and sweated o m

And they are building for Milwankeeans of 1ndayv and of genera-
{ipnF to come a reereationrl area [~ T T

Toil 17 Months to

Change Nature’s Course and Build a Beau-
tiful Recreational Area in Lincoln Park

e Land
Ringler

1rmal Btafl

lentless jaws nf a mronting steam shnovel
kite inte 3 narrow earthen dike in Tineoln park, on the

aters of the Milwaukee river will

v of wrier tn lesve nature’s course and follnw a course made

these men ataried in Inne, TO37,

Annther ;X manthg, poaeibly another vear, and i
i 3 :

Theseymen are remaking & rive

turesque, His idea was tested on
maodelr in the hydranlic [aboratoriax
at the Unfversity of Wirconsin and
fauned frasible. It wan put in prac
tice fwo years Rga on & amall dam
ecross  Ihe  Milwaukes river In
Kletzsrh park,

The Estabrook parlk main dam
will be of this type. Althongh the
width af {he channel. fram the weat,
Pbank 1o the island, {9 anly 250 feet,

the lotal length nf the serpentine

am will he 362 feet. And it will lonk
more )ike n natueal fRlls thao a dam.

The base of the atrncture, the
hackwall, will he concrete, but the
dowpatrean aide will he laid with
atone. The struclure will be seven
feet high.

B THE county's planning de-
partment was worrying about
the dem in Estabrook park and the

‘water levels upstream, the city park

board, which then controlled Lin-
coln park, worriad about the loops
in that park--the lonps that blocked
the passage of ice each spring, thus
cavsing Lhe annual flonds.

In Oelober, 3836, the board, think-
ing nnly of flood prevention, pro-
posed & WPA project for the ellm-
ination of Lhe Innps. It asled that
a 200 foot channel he dug streaight
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—Journal Stal! Pholo From Lange Avialion Plane
The air view ahore s/'mu‘i the Milwaukee rviver as it lwists through |
Lincoln park today.  The wop to the left shows the Lincoln park of | Plerrn
the future, with the ricer remade. Laoking closely at the upper piciure
one can see fainlly the gigaatic ruls that WPA wor }zu are diggi
thraugh the narraw sections of the fwa loops,  Out of this hm. carl]
rothing bui a wasle lowland of willow growth since the whits
to Milwankee, will conte a greal waler PI(’(/”!'O’”T(} for ,\1
The road al the baltom of the air vicw is /1:1/7:3[0'7 a
right hand corner of the picture cui the No
and @ bit of Port Washington road in the exir
emplying into the loop al the lefl is Lincola creck, long kuown as M
crech.  The white area in ihe ricer under the [{amp orr av ‘1r1d.e
i H1PA warkers are deepening the i

Whiteflsh Bay !-eenr{.'ﬂ@sémku Aieh-

gan.
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nourse
small

izlands Lhal e to lu‘,.

WD LIFE
y. REFUGE

n‘hm the project is rcompleted ez in Fata
M there shoudd he a econstant water | brnok park. )
level af seven nveight feel surronnd- | Ac Milwankee grew. Industry
ing the four ads and stret hm.\ moved ot Along the rive .
up the viver. maintained by of l:‘f\nsl;ﬂl‘taiim‘.. o
tatabrook park dan. illg, then flour mit
on Lhe river at the s
tas now Lineoln park,

Y¥od

Lincela and

e

came
Even-
ulh end
Tind- { make up most of me

-4
b3
w

derome (7
the counly

z L commizsion, and BEugene How- jwurm huils & cistiliers. His harrels es of today.

o . rhief engineer of the enmmis-iaf whisky fioated fo warehouses at w22, the Mieotrie tendad
p ] planning  de tment. “thatithe mouth of the river, i e to park,
(o] ‘,mm)n park will be one of the fin- o the seventie ”w, ”[,.‘,,,; Tow a or hpuse where fths
Z csloplaces far xwimming and heat- Lo p W nsaph Bertholet, founder
™ . ing and sitating inthe country.” andwiarm land, Lot g Milwaukea Cement Ca,
5] A rarery from the day thatl =10y hose memary of “‘C ta stand.” The Bertheiet home
. Wiltiam . Lindwurm, er goes hack B0 vears, ve ands on the river bank al the

north end nf Kslabreok park. The
Lindwnurm home, posite Hampton
om the first tes of the Linepin
olf course, was torn down jn
. month.

in the middle Lwenties that
alhthouse was bnlt and / beaek
ted in Lincoln park, Bufl it was
impassible 1o keep the beach v good
condition and it was never popular,

hat
re buid through the
aetl on great piles

agn, cursed Lthe javd that i3 sow Tin.
{coin park as eleas (or any purpo.
e 1 (0 the world.”

ESTABROOK | Lindwurm knew. For many
ihe owsied much of the laud
now Lincoin p

the first rai
Iow Lindwurm {
of lics

NA MPTON AV,

PﬁerO
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Shorlly miter thi
distillery was (orn down and the
. Lindwurms turned to farming the

TIWARS AGO, when Rola- Hand that conld he farmed. JSven
that long age, vegetahles from Lhe
low lands along the river wers draw-
ing the fanciest pricea iv Milwaukee

i, the Lindwurm

neail was  Milwauk
. Indians paddled
the Mijwaukee
their way Lo lrade with Ju- | markets CUCH is the history of Lincoln
neatrin his eabin at the wouth of the Tietron remembera thal  many b park., A new page in thal his-
river.  Indian trails followed the | Milwankee industries, in Uinse Fears | lor heing written by the hune
river on either side, careftliy « aratnd and after the tuen of the cen- [ dreds of men who today a‘rn searring
ting wirde where the river v, used o hold their annnal pie- fthe savth with pick and shaval |hat
rhivntiely tiha 1At T w1 F s 1t et ar g ivdmre e T i od s




Ision Lhe Linceln park of the fu-
‘Out 6t the grest loops in the
river.bave boen molded four beau-
tiful islands. 'On the largest one,
lMnked with the mainland by two
bridges, L a boat Janding, a bath and
koat house and a parking area. Off
the istend {s & bsach for awimming.
Bhadsd paths eircle the island,

0o the second Island la a game
refuge, stocksd with game which
d ranoelstz may glimpae
sict past: "l'he other islnndn

e m uprlng, fce laden
from Cadar lake
waters ) Xn Fond

ia'the Lintoln park
dﬁc In Lho park,

by the floods.” At.times they
¥, halpml Jor they re-

Fardeners |-

ings ot e ‘But

nd Mitwalioe- |

halt: thie ‘Hoods® Bave grown b re-
cént years, “Until {ive years 889,
hiwensr, thers .wag no way to fi-
#ERGE 8 fiond eontrel progrem.

| Théh camp the New Deal, federal
spending for relief purposes and the
WA One of the flrst CWA proj-
efta’ i Milwaukes county was the
tekisg of the first “plug” from the
Milwnilee river. CWA and FERA
jevs’ hiastéd ‘sod haoked eut a
s ledgs ‘that forméd ' the
thtom from the Hamgpton av.
b:i&:o in Linédln park into Hala-
brock psrk, Thoussnds of tons of
. plid Fock were removed. In places
the ladgs wes seven feet deep. The
Foel ls being crusbed and used in

rosdmaking throughout the parks.
A mhoifntgin of it still stands next to
Port Weashington rd, and the North
Western tracks in Linceln park.
Removal of the ledge brought a
new problem. Owners of upstream
1and found their water Jevels falling.
Damage suils were threatened, Il,‘
wag decided to build & dam between |
the high benks in Kstabrook nark,
& guarter of B mile below the Port:
washington road bridge, §

Dam of New Type
Is Hali Completed

The minds nf engineers and recre-
atiopel authorilies conceived a aif- |
ferent kind of dem. CCC boys, work-
ing under the direction of the nation-
al park service of the department of
intertor, mow nave the dam half |
crmpleted.

There =il he two sections to the) ‘
dam-—the gate zectinn and the dsm |
praper. They will he separated hy' )
2 small island.
gale &e

ion lies in & greatl
2 east bank of the
concealed that

perslryctyre
Arnund the edge

r;rnam freszing of the gates in win-
ler,

At the ypetrear end nf 1o than- !
nel thal leadr inte t
of the dam wili be »
suards, concrete
twa test out of the wa
large blotks of 10e av
gales.

T !'n shunt

ion of 1he dam iz oniyv

- The other xection, in t

channel of the stream, i tn he
beautifu) as well ag useful.

Several vears g0 an engineer in
the planning department of the
county park rommi had »
thought that & dam that weaved—an

serpentine structure — mmght paes

more ‘water than the tradificna)
etraight dem and glin be mere pic-

zatr seation |
of nel
irkin

% |

&y from tha | it

dam will be 582 feet, And It will look
more ltke a natural falla than a dam.

The bhase of the atriucture, the
hackwsall, will be roncrete, but the
downstream aide will be laid with
alone. The struclure will bo seven
teel high.

8 THE counly's hlanning dae
pariment was worrying sbout
the dam in Estabrook park and the
‘waler levels upstream, the city park
board, which then controlled TLin-
roln park, worrled nbout the loopa
in that park-—the loops that blocked
the passage of ice each apring, thus
cauging the annusl ﬂnndn.

In Octoher, 1086, the ‘hoard, think-
ing only of floed prevention, pro<
posed ®:WPA project for the elim-
ination of the toops. It asked that

a 200 foot channel be dug straight

WHAMPTON AV,
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through the two loops and that the
earth taken from ihe new channel

| he used Lo fill the old channel.

By the time the WPA had ap-
proved the project in February, 1037,
the city parks, including Lincoln
park, had been trangferred to the
counly park commisslon, When Lhe
land planning deparlment of that
hndv saw the plens for Lincoln park,
its members immodiately visioned
mnre than a straightenad river: they

r saw the recreational rrea that is now

in the making.

But even for tnhese men, whose
dreams have hecome reslities
throughout Milwaukee county'a
park system, this was a dream that
could only be realized after mgrny
vears. It was to be ajong time proj-
cet. The WPA bad accepled it only
i as a labor reservoir project—-a place

‘wherf’ worikers would be employed
| only if there were vo more pressing
(prn]e(,ls to keep them husy. And in
‘ June, 1937, WPA rolls were decreds-
jing rapidly and thers were few men

for the Lincolo park project.

But when private employment, fal-
tered last fall, WPA rolls skyrocket-
ed and more and more roen were as-
gned to Lincoln park. By Jan. 1,

waa employing mors men than
v other WPA project in Wiscon-
¢in.  That situation has continued
until today,
Dinwn stifty, are digging nr pn:ah;n:
wheelharrows in the park.

{ "It ir a ioh that could have heen
i done in half the time with machin-
Lery." one WPA ntfinial said Bafur-
day. “Bul it would prohahly never
have heen Anne with machinery. or
if the rounty had had 1o do if
But the WEA had ta find jabs for

|

lr\,

men, and Lhe river projeet wag ideaf
for the purpose. In nddition to glv-

Milwankeeans one of i1he fineat
parks in the Jand, a park they would
not, have hut for our help”

The coslz, of course, are large.
The WPA has appropriated £850,000
for lahor costs on the project. 1t ig
vonghly estimated that the rity and
eninty, sinee 1934, have spent $50,-
AN an the river work for equip-
menl and materiala,

A Future Cenler
for Cily’s Recreation
"“[‘IH?, WA worliers havo rdug ot
the great guts that will form the
main channel of the remarde river
and he the conter of the water reere
atinnal area af the tutare, Only four
dikes now keep the water from flow
ing into these cnis. With the Iand
from the culs, Lhey are building up
the islands of the fiture. More Lhao
400,000 cvhic vards of dirt wall have
heen moved by the time the joh is
finiahed

A amaller estt thrangh Lhe neck of
the narrowest Inop of the S has also
heen eompleted. 11 is throngh this
ent that the Milwsukee river will
flow after the steam shovel com-
pletes its job thig weeit. The river
witt then flnw through rhe most
weslerly ehannel,

The WPA workers will apiend the
nexl few menths eleamng ont
deepening the prazent river bed in
seolinn TN 8 or
Adepth. Then FIver

the easlern
eight

seven

fant the

will he diveried mtn this old channel |

and tha new rulz and the wesfarn
changel will be cleaned and deep-

ing men work we arn making for

and |
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Here ix an oriisd s idea of how the Milwankee riger dam in Estabrock pmk will appear when comple

is tn look liks a notural waterigllh

T he dams will maintain a secen fool level of wal




~—Journal Btaff Photo From Laenge Aviation Plane

WhiLrt’}sh Ray resort; m%ﬁkakﬁc'm

T'f'u- air view ahoce shaws the Milwaukee ricer as it twists through ™ igan. . i
328" @30’ Lincoln park foday,  The map lo the lefl shows the Lincoln pork of Plerran dnas not recall how agita- :
. N . I + A th b IRt A H
SeALE the fuiure, with the virer rcnmr]L, Looking closely at the upper picture, |Mion staried “=53(\h‘;)“ty "’"i "hf H
3 AL L il m property f6r a park. It
ane can see faintly ihe gigantic culs that WA workers ar e digging N - O;‘JDO :
.’hrmligh the narrew sections of the heo loops, Ol of thi rnm carfh, ¢ ared wax thare
nathing but a wasic lowland of willow growth since the white man rame | park way m)t in the connt
to Milieaukee, will come a greal waler playground for \‘i.!:z‘anbce. 7 Besides, how could Milwau
Theraad al the baltom of the air view (s Hamplon av. Across thie upper —didn't street
: fody 1Y . nearly two miles H
right hand carner of the picture cul the North Western road Iracks, ;“f‘vpor{ W sh ;
and @ bit of Port Washimglan voad in the exireme corner. The siream hy 1807 the clamar i
rrhp{umg into the [na‘v at the ](’ﬂ is Lincain creck, [Dng known as Mud #asg purchased,
creek,  The white grea in the river under the Hamplon ev. bridge the way of H
marks ant arca in which WP A workers are deepening the river channcl.
oned. -And all the while WTA I’Hul-\"mlr\:‘d build a military read kuown
S seape rrows will he working on the (pa the Green 13 afl.  The east |
WD LIFE w O,? ixlm‘u{s Lhal are la m‘. Lm or trajl i the o ““’,""‘"l""‘" ;
- s O o When the project iz campleted [ follnw along the igein F i
. AE z N {hrre should he A conslant waler | bronk park.
-~ level of zeven ar cight fect snrround. Az Milw mrew.  indus Lin be g there w
ing Lhe four islands and stretehing | mnved ot along the nd nn the L“ dw
i far up the viver, maintained by the Lyeanc af transportation
» Tatahronk park dam. then flaur mil
‘1{_‘ “We antivipate, aavs Jernme (7 an the river at the
- Nretzka, secretary of the county!of what is now Linceln v v
I comomission, and JSugene How- Dwurm haiit a distillery,
o ehjef engineer of the cammisx- i af whisky inated to w . the Blenitic
) sinp's planning department, “ihalithe manth of the river,
(=} Linealn park will be one of the fin- In the seventies the rai
Fa rstoplaces for swimming and lmm~ Se North Weslernd ent H‘I’\\
T " ing and slgating in-the conntr andwtrm land,
IS A farery from the day tiial «H’rn,i hase meme
- Whtiam H L.ndm;x.n, nany _\]n.n- J or gaes bac
ago, euraed Lthe land thil s now Lin o Firar g s eore it
HAMPTON AVt -sl e w8 kel eas for ane parpase | firsi vaits weee laid fhrow |
A - "(f‘ TPAIK AR TLRSIRSE (o8 ANY PUTRDAE S Lindwurm Lract on greal piles
'/"ARK’NQ [ F i Lhe worldl” af tiew.
'y ARaA - ESTABROOK | Lindwirm knew. For raany yes Shorly atter tais, tho Lindw a torn
PAR( he awued much of the land that is J onortiyoaltier this tho Lindw
| distillery  w tovn down and
now lineeln park. 5 e .
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I men Junerit wag Mihwaukee's thal lang agn, vegetahlea f
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i ‘Hunu;;h the loops. ni ng the upper river, on Lind-
: On the Indian trails, the pipbneers [wurm's land, or [ s up the river,
¥ Jlaid thejr first traila and roads. On |Bit there were 0§ D the o i 3
® {the wesl river trail, a ¥oung lieuten- | thing like a par narthern m’.w
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